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ates and ideological conservatives. On the other hand, avowed
conservatives are not all of one mind. Some are deeply committed
cultural or religious conservatives, many followers of the Christian
Coalition and related groups; others are more traditional economic
conservatives. And intraparty primaries have been the scene of these
battles as well. They cause real problems within the party. As Repre-
sentative Charles Bass (N.H.) has stated, ‘‘Their [Christian conserva-
tives’] concerns and problems need to be taken very seriously and
attended to with an open mind and open ears. . . . But there has to
be a realization on their part that splitting from Republicans is basi-
cally the equivalent of political cannibalism. The result will be no
winners at all’’ (Edsall and Connolly 1998, 14). In these cases politi-
cians view the primaries as a means to power within the party, as-
serting the dominance of one wing over another. Or they view them
as a chance that opportunities for victories will be lost in intraparty
bickering.

How politicians view primaries depends very much on their po-
litical situation. They may view them from a personal point of view
or from a broader perspective. But rarely do politicians lose sight of
the ultimate goal—winning the general election in November.

W E B S I T E S
www.rollcall.com: Roll Call is one of two newspapers that special-

ize in covering Capitol Hill. During election years, its coverage
of primaries and elections gives inside details.

www.hillnews.com: The Hill is the other Capitol Hill newspaper.
Although somewhat less well-known than Roll Call, The Hill

provides excellent inside views.
www.cq.com: Congressional Quarterly Service’s website follows

congressional, senatorial, and presidential elections all the way
through the process. Historical background is also available.

www.vote-smart.org: Project Vote Smart maintains an excellent
website that highlights performance in office and election cam-
paigns of candidates for president, governor, and other federal
and state offices.

www.congresslink.org/Campaign2004.htm: The Dirksen Center
maintains the Congress Link website, which has up-to-date links
to a series of other websites that relate to the electoral process,
to campaign finance, and to individual candidates and cam-
paigns.

http://cnn.com/allpolitics: This CNN political website does an ex-
cellent job of monitoring ongoing campaigns.

www.romanlittlefield.com/rl/books/maiselbuckleySG
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