
O R GA N I Z E D G R O U P S I N T H E P OL I T I C A L P R O C E SS 151

half the AARP claimed to speak—were in an uproar. Protests were so
vociferous that Congress repealed the program in 1989. One lesson
clearly learned by members of Congress was that the AARP might be
the largest senior citizens’ lobby, but its leaders certainly did not
speak for their members (Daley and Worthington 1989; McKibben
1989).

In the final analysis the question of how politicians view interest
groups and their leaders becomes a question of how effective these
leaders are at representing the views of their members. It is clear
that the more specialized a group is, the more accurately its leader-
ship can reflect members’ views; but such groups are often quite
small. As groups become larger and larger, their leaders claim to
reflect the views of more and more voters. However, politicians
have come to realize that these large groups often have diverse
memberships and that people join for various reasons. Many of the
AARP’s millions become members to obtain the discounts the orga-
nization has negotiated from merchants to entice new members to
join. The leadership does not necessarily reflect their political
views. For politicians, the need is to weigh influence when deciding
how to respond to interest-group demands.

W E B S I T E S

www.aflcio.org: The AFL-CIO is the umbrella organization for
many labor unions in the country. It has been active in political
campaigns through its Committee on Political Education and its
active PAC contributing.

www.nfibonline.com: The National Association of Independent
Businesses is an advocacy group for small and independent
businesses. It has actively campaigned in recent election cycles.

www.fec.gov: The Federal Election Commission website provides
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historical and contemporary information on political action
committees and their contributions to federal candidates.

www.nra.org: The National Rifle Association is the largest progun
interest group in the country.

www.handguncontrol.org: Handgun Control is an organization
dedicated to limiting the availability of handguns, through legis-
lative initiatives and educational campaigns.

www.rowmanlittlefield.com/rl/books/maiselbuckleySG
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