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homes in just five hours. The results were record breaking, with the
organizational prowess of the task force undeniable. For the first
time since Reconstruction, the Republican party won the governor-
ship and held a majority in the state senate. Even the Democratic
Speaker and senate majority leader in the state house were de-
feated. As Reed explained, ‘‘The story of 2002 is not that Democrats
stayed home. . . . It was that Republicans came to the polls in his-
toric numbers’’ (Halbfinger 2002).

Thus the ‘‘story of 2002’’ is really one about the modern Ameri-
can party and its adaptability. Even in this age of candidate-centered
elections and personal-vote bases, the Republican National Commit-
tee (and Karl Rove) emerged as the MVP of the 2002 midterms,
while the DNC and Democratic house leader Richard Gephardt
were held accountable for Democratic defeat at the polls. In other
words, Republican victories and Democratic losses in Georgia were
less about individual candidates and more about the power of party
organizations in determining the outcome of the elections. Much of
the decline in competitive races across the nation in the post-1960s
electoral era, primarily owing to the incumbency advantage and the
personal vote, negated the need for strong party organization to get
out the vote for candidates. But in areas where party competition is
heightened, parties offer invaluable services to their candidates,
which can be the difference between victory and defeat.

The American party may not be on a historical trajectory from
development to dominance to decline to disappearance, as some
political historians have argued.15 A candidate-centered electoral
system need not be void of strong and relevant party organizations.
The strength of the modern-day parties rests not in the controls
they wield over their candidates but in the services they can provide
them.

W E B S I T E S
www.democrats.org: The official website of the Democratic Party.
www.rnc.org: The official website of the Republican Party.
www.politics1.com: Directory of (and links to) third parties in the

United States.
www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs: Go to ‘‘political parties and party or-

ganizations’’ for extensive information.
www.rowmanlittlefield.com/rl/books/maiselbuckleySG
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