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12 The Role of Political Parties at the Dawn of the Twenty-first Century
I. The Role of Elections

A. The Context of Federalism
1. Presidential Elections
2. Congressional Elections
3. State and Local Elections
4. Nonpartisan Politics
B. Voters and Elections
1. Television as a Source of Political Information
2. Television as a Source of Information about State and Local Issues

C. An Evaluation of the Electoral Process as a Means of Choosing
Those Who Govern

II. The Role of Political Parties
A. The Parties in the Modern Election
B. Parties’ Appeal to the Electorate

C. The Tone of Twenty-First-Century Politics
III. Concluding Remarks
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